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Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the manifestations of the COVID-19
pandemic in contemporary Saudi short stories through an analytical reading of
the collection "Fourteen Days," which was not isolated from the repercussions
of the pandemic and its exceptional circumstances. The research aims to shed
light on the meaning of the topic, its objectives, and the methods used, thus
improving the understanding of how the pandemic is portrayed in the Saudi
literary context.

The study follows an objective analytical approach to uncover the
central themes of the selected short stories. The results reveal four main themes:
isolation and its impact on social relations; fear, panic, and the obsession with
death during the pandemic; the experience of loss and the transformation of
mourning rituals; and the emergence of positive social transformations
considering the crisis.

The study concludes that the Saudi short story has succeeded in
absorbing the human experience and representing it in its finest detail. It was
not limited to direct documentation of the event, but instead extended to
reformulating values, reflecting, reordering priorities, rebuilding human
relations, and reconsidering customs and traditions, at both the individual and
societal levels. Thus, this collection has acquired great literary and human
value, making it valuable for developing global pandemic literature.

Keywords: Epidemic Literature, Narratives of Global Pandemic,
COVID-19, Saudi Short Story, Collection Fourteen Days.
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