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Abstract:

This research focuses on both classical and contemporary
efforts in explaining phonetic substitution (Ibdal) as
interpretations that represent various patterns of scientific
knowledge. The study concludes that the interpretations of
classical scholars fall within a framework that prioritizes the
logical consistency of a theory, granting it precedence in
theoretical construction, while the alignment of the theory
with reality or its approximation is considered secondary
within this perspective. On the other hand, contemporary
interpretations, which rely on phonetic data, align with an
approach that seeks to describe the studied phenomenon as it
occurs in reality. In this perspective, empirical accuracy takes
precedence in theoretical formulation, serving as the primary
criterion for evaluating the validity and soundness of a
theory. The research highlights that Abu Aws Al-Shamsan is
among the contemporary scholars who adopted a moderate
descriptivism, advocating for a reduction in the logical
inclination  when interpreting  phonetic  substitution
phenomena. He emphasizes the importance of incorporating
phonetic data to achieve an accurate description of linguistic
phenomena without stripping scientific interpretation of its
essence. However, he also acknowledges that theories must
retain their explanatory power and theoretical coherence
through essential mechanisms such as assumption, originality
and derivation, among others. His deep knowledge of
classical morphological heritage, combined with his
engagement with modern linguistic studies, has positioned
him as a significant figure in contemporary morphological
studies. His work bridges a profound understanding of the
reasoning behind classical scholars’ interpretations of
phonetic substitution with a call to benefit from the empirical
insights provided by phonetics.

Keywords: Scientific Knowledge. Phonetic Substitution.
Phonetics. Abu Aws Al-Shamsan.
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