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A Proposed Framework for Developing Soft Skills Among Saudi University
Students in Light of Some Global Trends

Dr. Alharbi Ali Hamoud
Department Educational Sciences — Faculty Education

Majmaah University - Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

The current study aims to develop a framework for developing soft skills
among Saudi university students in light of certain global trends. To achieve this
objective, the descriptive (survey—analytical) approach was employed alongside
the Delphi method for data collection. The study population consisted of a group
of experts specialized in the field of study, drawn from faculty members in
colleges of education at Saudi universities. The sample was purposively selected
in accordance with the Delphi method and included the entire study population,
totaling 37 experts. The results indicated that the degree of importance of
developing soft skills (personal, cognitive, and social) from the perspective of the
study participants was rated very high, with a mean score of 4.57 out of 5 and a
relative importance of 91.3%. The experts agreed on a set of personal, cognitive,
and social skills deemed essential for soft skill development among students. The
most prominent of these included: independence and self-reliance, positive coping
with challenges and changes, achieving balance between academic and personal
life, self-leadership, negotiation, data analysis, independent learning, research and
analysis, idea development, active listening, effective communication, and
cooperation, among others. The study proposed a comprehensive framework for
developing soft skills among Saudi university students.

key words: soft skills, personal skills, cognitive skills, social skills.
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