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Doctrinal Issues Related to the Obligatory Acts

Dr. Fahad Kareem Mohammad
Department of Islamic Studies -Faculty of Sciences and Arts in Al-Mikhwah

Al-Bahah University

Abstract:

This study explores doctrinal issues related to obligatory (fard) acts in Islamic
theology. Its primary aims are threefold: first, to highlight the connection between
the outward and inward dimensions of religion—between Shari‘ah and ‘Aqidah;
second, to demonstrate the relationship between the principles of jurisprudence
(usul al-figh) and Islamic creed, noting that many jurisprudential principles
originate in theological foundations—misunderstanding the latter often leads to
errors in the former, a point frequently overlooked by specialists in legal theory;
and third, to fill a gap in the literature, as this topic has not previously been
addressed in a dedicated study.

The research is structured into an introduction and three main sections. The
introduction defines the term wajib (obligation) and its categories.

. The first section addresses theological issues concerning the nature of
obligation, covering five topics: the gradation of obligations, prioritizing
obligations over avoiding prohibitions, divine imposition of obligations, the
possibility of being tasked with the impossible, and the theological implications
of attributing obligation to God Himself.

. The second section examines the relationship between obligation and
divine decree (qada’ wa qadar), discussing: the role of causality in obligations,
whether the legal charge is imposed before or during the act, and the theological
status of human actions in relation to obligations.

. The third section investigates the reward for fulfilling obligations through
three questions: Is reward a matter of entitlement or causality? How is divine love
related to obligation? And how does obligation intersect with sin, particularly in
regard to the impossibility of divine threat failing to materialize®

The study concludes with key findings, recommendations, and indexes of major
sources and themes.

key words: Doctrinal issue — Creed — Theological sects — Obligation
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Al-Ahkam fi ustl al-ahkam li-Sayf al-Din ‘Al ibn
Muhammad al-Amidi ta‘liq ‘Abd-al-Razzaq ‘Afifi, published
.by Dar Al-Sumaie, Riyadh, first edition 1424 AH

Ara’ al-Mu‘tazilah al-usiliyah dirasah wa-taqwiman ta’Iif
al-Dukttir ‘Al1 ibn Sa‘d al-Duwayhi, Al-Rushd Library
.Edition, Riyadh, second edition 1417 AH

Al-ltgan fT ‘ulim al-Qur’an ta’lif Jalal al-Din ‘Abd-al-
Rahman ibn Abi Bakr al-Suytti, verified by the Center for
Qur’anic Studies, published by the King Fahd Complex for the
.Printing of the Noble Qur’an, Medina, without edition

Usil al-figh alladhi 1a yasa“ al-Faqih jahlah ta’lif Duktiir
‘Iyad ibn Nami al-Sulami, published by Dar Ibn al-Jawzi,
.Riyadh, first edition

Adwa’ al-Bayan fi Idah al-Qur’an bi-al-Qur’an ta’lif
Muhammad al-Amin al-Shinqiti, edited by Ali al-Omran and
others, published by Dar Alam al-Fawa’id, Makkah al-
.Mukarramah, first edition 1426 AH

Al-Insaf fima yajibu i‘tigaduh wa-1a yajtz al-jahl bi-hi

ta’lif Abl Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Tayyib al-Bagqillani, edited
by Imad al-Din Haider, published by Alam al-Kutub, Beirut,
first edition 1407

Al-Iman ta’Iif Ahmad ibn ‘bdalhlym ibn Taymiyah, edited
by Muhammad Nasser al-Din al-Albani, published by the
.Islamic Office, Beirut, fifth edition 1416 AH

Al-Burhan fi usil al-figh ta’lif Imam al-Haramayn al-
Juwayni, edited by Abdul-Azim al-Deeb, Doha Press, Qatar,
.1399 AH

Al-Bahr al-muhtt i usil al-figh ta’lif Badr al-Din Badr al-
Din Muhammad ibn Bahadur al-Zarkashi, edited by Abdul
Qadir al-Ani, published by the Kuwaiti Ministry of
.Endowments in Kuwait, second edition 1413 AH

10.

Bada’i‘ al-Fawa’id ta’lif Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn
ADbT Bakr ibn Ayyaib ibn Sa‘d Ibn al-Qayyim al-Jawziyah,
under the supervision of Dr. Bakr Abdullah Abu Zaid, Dar
.Alam al-Fawaid, Makkah al-Mukarramabh, first edition

11.

Bayan Talbis al-Jahmiyah {1 ta’sts bd‘hm al-kalamiyah

ta’lif Ahmad ibn ‘bdalhlym ibn Taymiyah, verified by a group
of scholars, published by the King Fahd Complex, may God
.have mercy on him, in Medina

12.

Ta’wil mukhtalif al-hadith ta’Itf Abi Muhammad Allah
ibn Muslim ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari, edited by Salim Al-
Hilali, published by Dar Ibn Affan, Egypt, third edition 1433
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13.

Alt‘ryfat ta’lif *All ibn Muhammad al-Jurjani, edited by
Ibrahim al-Abiyari, published by Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi, Beirut,
.second edition, 1413 AH

14.

Al-Taklif fi daw’ al-qada’ wa-al-qadar ta’lif Ahmad ‘Al1
‘Abd-al-‘Al, published by Dar Hajar, Riyadh, first edition
1418

15.

Tahdhib al-lughah ta’1if Abi Manstr Muhammad ibn

Ahmad al-Azhari, edited by a group under the supervision of
Abdul Salam Haroun, published by the Egyptian General
.House of Writing in Egypt

16.

Al-Tawhid wa-ithbat sifat al-Rabb ta’lif Muhammad ibn
Ishaq Ibn Khuzaymah, edited by Abdulaziz al-Shahwan, Al-
.Rushd Library, Riyadh, first edition

17.

Juhtid Shaykh al-1slam Ibn Taymiyah fi Tawdih al-iman
bi-al-qadar ta’lif Tamir Muhammad Mutawalli, published by
the Saudi Scientific Society for the Sciences of Belief,
.Religions, Sects, and Doctrines in Medina, 1432 AH

18.

Al-Jawab al-sahih li-man Badal din al-Masih li-Ahmad

ibn ‘bdalhlym ibn Taymiyah al-Harrani, edited by Abdul-Aziz
Al-Askar and others, published by Dar Al-Asimah, Riyadh,
.second edition

19.

Al-Hujjah fi bayan al-Mahajjah lqwam al-Sunnah Abf al-
Qasim Isma‘il ibn Muhammad ibn al-Fadl ibn ‘Alf al-Qurashi
altlyhy al-Taymt al-Asbahani, edited by Muhammad Rabie
Hadi and Muhammad Abu Rahim, Dar al-Raya, Riyadh, first
.edition

20.

Al-Hikmah wa-al-ta‘lil {1 af*al Allah ta‘ala ta’Iif
Muhammad Rab1‘ Had1 al-Madkhali, published by the Linah
.Library of Medina, first edition 1409 AH

21.

Dar’ Ta‘arud al-‘aql wa-al-nagl li-Ahmad ibn ‘bdalhlym
ibn Taymiyah, edited by Muhammad Rashad Salem, Imam
.Muhammad Saud Islamic University, Riyadh

22.

Al-Durrah fima i‘tiqgaduh 1i-Abi Muhammad Al ibn

Ahmad ibn Sa‘id ibn Hazm al-ZahirT, edited by Ahmed Al-
Hamad and Saeed Al-Qarfi, distributed by the Heritage Library
.in Mecca, first edition 1408 AH

23.

Al-Radd ‘al4 al-Jahmiyah wa-al-Mu‘attilah lil-Tmam
Ahmad ibn Hanbal, edited by Abdul Rahman Amira, published
.by Dar Al-Liwa’, Riyadh, 1397 AH
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24,

Rawdat al-nazir wa-jannat al-munazir li-Muwaffaq al-Din
ibn Qudamah al-Maqdisi, Ithra al-Mutun edition, Riyadh, third
.edition 1439 AH

25.

Al-Riyad al-zakiyah fT sharh al-arba‘in al-nawawiyah
1‘bdalkrym ibn Allah al-Khudayr, Dar Ibn Al-Jawzi, Al-
.Riyadh, first edition

26.

Salasil al-dhahab li-Badr al-Din Badr al-Din Muhammad
ibn Bahadur al-Zarkashi, edited by Muhammad al-Mukhtar al-
.Shangeeti, Bidun edition, third edition 1423 AH

217.

Sharh ustl i‘tigad ahl al-Sunnah wa-al-jama‘ah 1i-Abf al-
Qasim Hibat Allah ibn al-Hasan ibn Mansar al-TabarT al-Razi
al-Lalaka’1, edited by Ahmed Saad Hamdan, Dar Taibah,
.Riyadh, second edition

28.

Sharh al-ustl al-khamsah lil-Qadi ‘bdaljbar ibn Ahmad,
edited by Abdul-Karim Othman, published by Wahba Library,
.Egypt, third edition 1416 AH

29.

Sharh al-‘aqidah al-Asfahaniyah li-Ahmad ibn ‘bdalhlym
ibn Taymiyah, edited by Muhammad Al-Sawi, published by
.Dar Al-Minhaj, Riyadh, first edition 1430 AH

30.

Sharh al-‘aqidah al-Tahawiyah lil-Qadi ‘Ali ibn ‘Alf ibn
Muhammad ibn Abi al-‘Izz al-Hanafi al-Dimashqi, edited by
Shuaib Al-Arnaout and Abdullah Al-Turki, published by Al-
.Resala Foundation, Beirut, ninth edition 1417 AH

31.

Sharh al-‘aqidah al-wasitiyah li-Muhammad Khalil Harras
tahqiq ‘Alawi al-Saqqaf, published by Dar Al-Hijrah, Riyadh,
first edition

32.

Sharh al-Kawkab al-munir fT ustil al-figh li-lbn al-Najjar

Taqt al-Din Abi al-Baqa” Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-
‘Aziz ibn ‘Al1 al-Futtht al-Hanbali, edited by Muhammad Al-
Zuhayli and Nazih Hammad, Umm Al-Qura University,
.Mecca, third edition

33.

Sharh al-magqasid fT ‘ilm al-kalam al-mu’allif : Sa‘d al-Din
Mas‘td ibn ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Taftazani al-Shafi‘T,
edited by Abdul Rahman Amira, published by the Al-Azhari
.Heritage Library, Egypt, 1434 AH edition

34,

Sharh al-mawaqif fi ‘ilm al-kalam li-° Adud al-Din ‘Abd
al-Rahman ibn Ahmad al-IjT wa-ma‘ahu hashiyata al-Siyalkiitt
walhlby, edited by Mahmoud Omar al-Dumyati, published by
.Dar al-Kutub al-l1Imiyyah, Beirut, First Edition 1419 AH

35.

Sharh Mukhtasar al-Rawdah li-Najm al-Din Sulayman ibn
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‘Abd al-Qawt ibn al-Karim al-TGfT al-Sarsart al-Taff, edited by
Abdullah bin Abdul Mohsen Al-Turki, published by Al-Resala
.Foundation, Beirut, third edition 1419 AH

36.

Al-Sarim al-maslal ‘ala shatim al-Rasiil li-Ahmad ibn
‘bdalhlym ibn Taymiyah al-Harrani, edited by Muhammad Al-
Halawani and Muhammad Kabir Choudhary, published by Dar
Ibn Hazm, and Al-Ramadi Publishing, Riyadh, first edition
1417

37.

Al-Sihah li-Isma‘il ibn Hammad aljwhra-edited by Ahmed
Abdel Ghafour Attar, published by Dar Al-lim Lil-Millain,
.Beirut, first edition, 1376 AH

38.

Al-Dariri fi ustl al-figh li-Ab1 al-Walid Muhammad ibn
Ahmad ibn Rushd al-Hafid, edited by Muhammad Mahdi Al-
Ajmi, Dar Taiba Al-Khadra, Mecca, first edition

39.

Al-‘Uddah fi usal al-figh lil-Qadi Ab1 Ya‘la Muhammad
ibn al-Husayn al-Farra’ al-Baghdadi al-Hanbali, edited by
Ahmed Ali Sir Al-Mubaraki, published by Bidun, fourth
edition 1432 AH

40.

‘Awn al-murid sharh Jawharat al-tawhid ta’lif ‘ Abd-al-
Karim Tattan wa-Muhammad Adib al-Kilani, published by Dar
(Al-Bashaer, Beirut, second edition 1419 AH

41.

Al-Fasl f1 al-milal wal’hwa’ wa-al-nihal al-mu’allif : Abu
Muhammad ‘Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Sa‘id ibn Hazm al-Andalusi
al-Qurtubi al-Zahir, edited by Muhammad Ibrahim and Abdul
.Rahman Amira, Dar Al-Jeel edition, Beirut

42,

Al-Qamis al-muhit li-Abi Tahir Muhammad ibn Ya‘qub

ibn Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn ‘Umar al-Firtizabadi, edited
by Muhammad Naeem Al-Arqsusi, published by Al-Resala
.Foundation, Beirut, eighth edition 1426 AH

43.

Al-Qawati‘ fi ustl al-figh li-Abft al-Muzaffar Manstr ibn
Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Sam‘ani, edited by Saleh
Suhail Hamouda, published by Dar al-Farouq, Egypt, first
.edition 1432 AH

44,

Qawa‘id al-‘aga’id li-Hujjat al-Islam li-Abi Hamid
Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Ghazali al-Ttsi, edited by
Musa Muhammad Ali, Alam al-Kutub edition, Beirut, second
.edition, 1405 AH

45,

Kashf al-asrar ‘an usil Fakhr al-Islam al-Bazdawi, written
by Abdul Aziz bin Ahmed bin Muhammad, Alaa al-Din al-
Bukhari, edited by Abdullah Mahmoud Muhammad Omar, Dar
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al-Kutub al-1lmiyyah, Beirut, first edition 1418 AH

46.

Lisan al-‘Arab ta’Itf Muhammad ibn Mukarram ibn ‘ala,
Abi al-Fadl, Jamal al-Din Ibn manziir al-Ansart alrwyf*a
al’fryqa, published by Dar al-Hadith, Egypt, Cairo,
.unpublished edition 2002 AD

47,

Al-Maturidiyah dirasah wa-taqwiman ta’lif Ahmad ‘Awad
Allah al-Harbi, published by Dar Al-Sumai’i, Riyadh, second
.edition, 1422 AH

48.

Majmi‘ Fatawa Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah, compiled

and arranged by Abdul Rahman bin Muhammad bin Qasim
and his son, at the expense of King Fahd, may God have mercy
.on him

49.

Al-Mahsiil fT ‘ilm usil al-figh li-Fakhr al-Din Muhammad
ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Husayn al-Razi, edited by Taha al-Alwani,
Imam Muhammad bin Saud University, Riyadh, first edition,
.1399 AH

50.

Mukhtasar al-Sawa‘iq al-mursalah ‘ala al-Jahmiyah wa-al-
Mu‘attilah li-lbn al-Qayyim, a summary of Muhammad al-
Mawsili, edited by al-Hasan bin Abdul-Rahman al-Alawi, ed.
Adwaa al-Salaf, Riyadh, first edition 1425 AH

51.

Madhahib al-Islamiyin 1°‘bdalrhmn Badaw1, Dar al-1Im Lil-
.Malayin, Beirut, second edition

52.

Mudhakkirah usil al-figh li-Muhammad al-Amin al-
Shinqiti, under the supervision of Bakr Abdullah Abu Zaid,
published by Alam al-Fawa’id, Makkah al-Mukarramabh, first
.edition 1426 AH

53.

Masa’il usiil al-Din al-mabhtthah fT ‘ilm usil al-figh,
written by Khaled Abdul Latif Muhammad, published by the
Library of Science and Wisdom, Medina, first edition 1426
AH

54,

Al-Masa’il al-mushtarakah bayna usil al-figh wa-ustl al-
Din, written by Muhammad Al-Arousi Abdul Qadir, Al-Rushd
.Library, Al-Riyadh, first edition

55.

Al-Mustasfa min ‘ilm al-ustl li-Abi Hamid Muhammad

ibn Muhammad al-Ghazali al-Tisi, studied and edited by
Hamza Zuhair Hafez, published by Dar al-Huda al-Nabawi,
.Beirut, first edition 1434 AH

56.

Al-Mu‘tazilah wa-usilihim al-khamsah wa-mawqif ahl al-
Sunnah minha, written by Awad bin Abdullah Al-Mu'tak,
published by Al-Rushd Library, Riyadh, third edition 1417
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57.

Al-Mu‘tamad fi usiil al-figh Abi al-Husayn al-BasrT al-
Mu‘tazili, edited by Khalil Al-Mays, published by Dar Al-
.Kutub Al-llmiyyah, Beirut, Bidoon Edition

58.

Mi‘yar al-‘Tlm 1i-AbT Hamid Muhammad ibn Muhammad
al-Ghazali al-Tasi, edited by Suleiman Dunya, Dar al-Ma’aref
.in Misr, without edition

59.

Al-Mughni i abwab al-‘Adl wa-al-tawhid lil-Qadi Abi al-
Hasan ‘Abd al-Jabbar ibn Ahmad al-Asadabadi al-Mu‘tazilT,
verified by a group of researchers under the supervision of
.Taha Hussein, without edition

60.

Al-Mufradat fi Gharib al-Qur’an llraghb li-Abf al-Qasim
al-Husayn ibn Muhammad al-ma‘rif balraghb al’sthana, edited
by Muhammad Khalil Ghitani, published by Dar Al-Ma’rifa,
.Beirut, second edition 1420 AH

61.

Magqalat al-Islamiyn wa-ikhtilaf al-musallin li-Abt al-

Hasan ‘Alf ibn Isma‘ili al-Ash‘ariMagalah al-Jahm ibn Safwan
wa-atharuha f1 al-firaq al-Islamiyah ta’lif Yasir Qadi, edited by
the orientalist Helmut Ritter, published by Dar Ihya Al-Turath
.Al-Arabi, Beirut, no

62.

Magqalah al-Jahm ibn Safwan wa-atharuha fi al-firaq al-
Islamiyah ta’lif Yasir Qadi, Adwaa Al-Salaf edition, Riyadh,
first edition 1426 AH

63.

Al-Milal wa-al-nihal li-Abi al-Fath Muhammad ibn ‘Abd
al-Karim ibn Abi Bakr Ahmad al-Shahrastani, edited by
Muhammad Sayyid Kilani, printed by Al-Faisaliah Library in
.Mecca

64.

Minhaj al-Sunnah al-Nabawtyah li-Ahmad ibn ‘bdalhlym
ibn Taymiyah al-Harrani, edited by Muhammad Rashad
.Salem, Imam bin Saud Islamic University, Riyadh

65.
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.1433 AH
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Naqd al-Imam Abi Sa‘id ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id ‘ala al-Maris1
al-Jahm al-‘anid, edited by Rashid Al-Alma’i, Al-Rushd
.Library, Riyadh, second edition
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